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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: The date is December 
17, 2001. The time is time is 1445 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the 
Fire Department of the City of New York. I am 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual, Firefighter 2nd Grade Adrienne Walsh 
of Ladder Company 20 of the Fire Department of the 
City of New York. 

The interview is taking place in the quarters 
of Ladder 20's office regarding the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

Q. Could you please tell me what happened on 
that date. 

A. Well, I wasn't working. I was in my car on 
the BQE. I had entered the Kent and Wythe Avenue exit, 
and we were in bumper to bumper traffic. I was on my 
way to fire “ inaudible, and as I approached the 
towers, I saw through the warehouse buildings a white 
puff of smoke and what seemed like confetti, and I 
thought, oh that's interesting. 

As we edged along, again, there was an 

opening between two, and I saw black smoke, and I saw 
three floors of fire, which I thought was very bad for 


a building like that. I Knew we were on our way down 


A. WALSH 


there. We were about fourth due. 

So I said, "Oh, damn. I'm missing the fire 
of the century." 

As we inched along under the Promenade, I was 
listening to the radio, heard the DJ say that the 
second -- oh my God, the second building approaching, 
and all of a sudden, we pulled out again froma 
warehouse, and I saw the second explosion, so we had 
two buildings on fire. 

I inched my way off on the Atlantic Avenue 
exit, sped to my parents' house and dropped the keys, 
car keys, off to them, because I didn't want to get a 
ticket for alternate side of the street parking. 

I ran to my apartment and changed my clothes, 
put my running shoes on and literally ran to work. I 
got to the bottom of the Brooklyn Bridge and ran in 
front of -- I think it was Engine Company 246, and they 
gave me a lift across the bridge. I got off across the 
bridge and ran up to Lafayette Street. 

By the time I got to the triangle here on 
Lafayette, the first tower just fell, and there were 
streams of people coming up Lafayette. 

I ran into quarters, quickly went upstairs, 


put my uniform on, quickly ran downstairs, got my 
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bunker gear on. When I got down here, I saw Greg 
Edwards and Captain Weldon had already come, and we 
were all running for gear. 

58 truck was relocated here, so he said -- 
Captain Weldon told us to put every piece of equipment 
on the truck that we had, spare cylinders especially, 
anything we had. 

So we did that, and all of a sudden the tone 
alarm went off, and I believe 58 got a call for a woman 
trapped in Cedar Street. I'm not completely sure about 
that. 

We all piled on top of the rig, and he took 
off down Broadway. As we got past City Hall, the sky 
disappeared. It was like snow and crap everywhere just 
flying through the air. We got down. We parked. I 
think it's Liberty Plaza where the guy -- the plaster 
guy with the newspaper is sitting there. 

We parked right outside there, and I go to 
the back of the rig to look for a Scott pack, because I 
have no air at all. We have plenty of cylinders. We 
have no mask. 

As I got to the back of the rig, I don't know 
why, but I looked to my right, and I saw a black cloud 


the size of the biggest skyscraper I've ever seen 
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actually coming, hurdling at us like a tornado, and I 
just yelled, "Run," and I took off. 

Captain Weldon was in front of me. The 
chauffeur from 58 truck was over to my left just -- he 
was either even with me or just above me, and George 
Hough from Squad 18 was right behind me. We ran down 
the block toward the east side, and I thought to myself 
the building -- I knew it was the second tower going, 
and I thought if the building was going to collapse 
down, that if I beat the cloud, I would beat the 
building, and I saw the size of the cloud, and I knew I 
wasn't going to beat the cloud, but I gave it my best 
shot. 

So I ran down the block, and three quarters 
of the way down the block, there was a door open. Some 
maintenance workers left the door open to the basement 
of another -- I think it was another office building. 
It was about the only light you saw. I ran into 
there. 

I think the chauffeur from 58 got in first, 
Weldon then I -- Weldon was first. I crossed the 
saddle just as the black cloud took us over. I mean, 
you could just feel -- supposedly George told me he got 


blown down by the blast. He was not more than, I would 
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say, ten yards behind me. 

We got into the hallway. I turned around, 
and I started banging on the door, because I Knew the 
guys were behind me, so they could find where I was, so 
banging on the door, banging on the door. "We're over 
here. We're over here." 

We went into the hallway. We found some 
hose, and we went back outside, because we couldn't see 
a damn thing, and we used the hose -- we put the hose 
in the door, and we walked -- the hose outside, so we 
at least had a line to follow back to find anybody, and 
eventually black became a lighter black, it became a 
gray, it became like a really bad, bad snowstorm. 

We then walked across Liberty -- to Liberty 
Plaza, where there were cars and lights on, and there 
were eventually -- there were people there. I don't 
know where they surfaced from, but there were a few 
people there saying people were stuck under things. 

The skin of the building as all over the 
place, so we searched under the skin of the building, 
searched under the cars, through the cars. Nothing. 

So we then decided we'd walk around to Cedar 
Street to see if anybody was, in fact, trapped in those 


buildings. We did walk around there. I think we spoke 
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to somebody in the basement of the building, a 

person -- no, nobody was in that building, made a quick 
check of that area, the surrounding area, continued to 
walk -- I think it was down Cedar Street to the 
Westside Highway and got to the Westside Highway. 

There were rigs everywhere and skeleton fire 
screws. For example, I mean, if you knew how many 
people, how much personnel was down there, to see those 
few individuals down there, you thought, where the heck 
is everybody else, but there were guys down there 
attempting to stretch lines from engine companies, 
which is what we were trying to do. 

We kind of gathered at the median on the 
Westside Highway. There was an officer there. They 
decided to get a manifold in, because they were going 
to have to stretch numerous lines off this manifold, so 
we were working on stretching the manifold, picking up 
the lines, feeding the manifold, got all that hooked 
up, and there was no water pressure, so that was 
another problem. 

We attempted to put out the car fires that we 
had with the water pressure we had, and then we 
proceeded up under the foot bridge to where the main 


tower here, closer to the Westside Highway, had 
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collapsed, and Chief Haydon was on top of -- he was on 
top of the truck or what was left of the truck, and 
there were a bunch of us waiting down below, and I 
guess he was giving us directions, and "Guys, over this 
way, stay together. I don't know what to do with you." 

So we mulled around there for awhile. I got 
myself a mask. I just found a mask in the street, and 
I picked it up and carried it with me. We walked -- we 
walked through the rubble around that way to where they 
wanted us to be. I forget what that street was where 
they kind of put us all over just to gather us and to 
get us all together. 

So I saw Regina Wilson from 219. I spoke 
with her, trying to figure out -- that's where I saw 
the bulk of the people. After I got off the Westside 
Highway and we went further west down that block, 
that's where you saw more people, more firefighters. 
And for the rest of the day, we just searched through 
rubble. 

Then we were instructed to search through two 
or three buildings to make sure they were stable, and 
then they pulled everybody out because of the pink 
building. Was it 7 World Trade, that was going? 


Q. Right. 
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A. Then they pulled everybody out. But we went 
through a couple of buildings for stability. I 
remember doing that, at least three that I remember, 
and that's when we met up -- I meet up with Will 
Manion, Captain Weldon. A whole bunch of us were 
there. 

Q. I just have a question or two. 

When you said you were on West Street, did 
you head west again now? 

A. I mean, with the water pressure problem. 


Q. When you picked up with all those other 


people -- 

A. We were on -- 

Q. -- where the majority of firemen wound up 
being. 


A. Right. It was off the west side, West 
Street, Westside Highway, whatever it is, past the 
first bit of rubble, and you would have to -- 

Q. Towards the water is what I'm asking. 

A. Right, it would be towards the water. It was 
north and towards the water. You had to walk through 
the rubble, and it was about, I don't know, 8 inches of 
water you had to wade through. 


You had to wade through that and then go up 
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and over. I don't know -- it wasn't the block with Chi 
Chi's on it. I think it was one of the blocks before 
that, but I'm not sure. 

Q. All right. When you went up West Street, you 


went under the south foot bridge? 


A. Right. 
Q. Was this past there you are talking about? 
A. Just a little, not much. It was just one of 


the those streets off. 
Q. Liberty Street probably. 
A. Pretty -- probably, yeah. 

We also searched -- I'm sorry, but before we 
did that, we went to the Rector Street subway station 
and searched down there. We went down to the tunnel. 
I had forgotten about that. 

We went down to make sure that everybody was 
out. Pretty much everybody was out. We met one TA 
worker who was coming up the stairs as we were going 
down, and we went through the tunnel to where the 
debris was, and it was piled high in the tunnel, and 
then we came all the way back. 

That's when we walked to the command post and 
then over or whatever that -- I guess it was the 


command post at that time. I don't know what it was. 
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Q. All those rigs you saw, you wouldn't know 
their locations? Near the foot bridge, whatever. 

A. All of the rigs -- most of the rigs I saw 
were along West Street. Definitely, was it 113 I kept 
passing? I drank some of their water. 

Then I saw -- as we got closer, I saw 226's 
rig, but I'm not going to remember where. I remember 
passing it, because it was my first company, so that's 
their rig. I thought they were okay, because they were 
far -- you know what I mean? I saw the rig. It 
wasn't -- I mean, the windows were blown out, but I 
thought oh, okay, maybe they're not in, but lots of -- 
a lot of crushed cars, a lot of crushed ambulances. 

That day, I didn't see a lot of completely 
crushed vehicles, you know, windows blown out, dust all 
over the place, a side bashed in here, but the 
completely totalled ones I don't remember seeing that 
day. Like 219 I saw, and that was really -- had gone 
through the wringer, but it was okay, pumping. I don't 
remember -- when we saw Ladder 20, it was squashed. 

Q. Approximately where did you see 219? You 
said they were pumping? 

A. They were pumping -- they were pumping -- 


Q. Was it on West Street? 
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A. It was right off West Street, right near -- 
I'm going to say it's close to the Palm Court, but I 
was a little turned around at that point. They were 
near that area somewhere. 

Q. South of the foot bridge, one of those 
streets south of the foot bridge? 

A. They were north of the south bridge. 

Q. All right. That's fine. 

And 20 was north of the south bridge? 

A. Oh, yeah. 20 was underneath. 

Q. If there is anything else you care to add -- 

A. Unfortunately, no. Three o'clock in the 
morning, I'll start remembering, but, I mean, that was 
pretty much the bulk of the day. 

I remember searching the buildings. I 
remember we were told to search the buildings for 
structural problems or to make sure things were okay. 

I remember going through in and around that 
area a lot for long periods of time, in and around the 
Palm Court, going through the Palm Court. 

We were there till, I think, eight o'clock, 
7:30 eight o'clock. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: If you don't have 


anything else, that concludes the interview. 


A. WALSH 


Thank you. 


THE WITNESS: 


Thank you very much. 


13 


